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Abstract 

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Skills for economic development in Nigeria at 

present is small and underdeveloped, although it presents plenty of opportunities in modern world today. 

However, one of the key areas commanding attentions of Nigerian government in its transformation 

agenda is education. The building of ICT skills for economic development strategy that would transform 

peace building task is necessary and importance. Even though, Nigeria as one of the countries that 

recognized the importance of ICT in advancing economic development that would improve the quality of 

life of its citizen. Despite this recognition, Nigeria faces many challenges in developing the necessary ICT 

for economic development infrastructure. This paper examines ICTs Skills as an economic development 

strategy a platform for transforming peace building agenda. It also reviews the nexus between ICT Skills 

for economic development and various agencies, programs and policies efforts for economic 

development. It finally concluded that, no peace-building could be successful in Nigeria without 

including viable, efficient and effective ICT Skills for economic development programs.  
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1. Introduction 

 
Nigeria is one of the countries that recognized the importance of ICT Skills as an economic 

development for improving the quality of life of its citizen which lead to sustainable peace. 

Peace-building is a term describing intervention that is designed to prevent the start or 

resumption of violent conflict by creating sustainable peace. 

Peace-building in Nigeria requires active economic participation by the poorest citizens in 

Nigerian, because economic instability in large populations destabilizes the country and prevents 

peaceful coexistence among people. We are proposing a relational communication model that 

incorporates the poorest of Nigerians in sustainable community development resulting in 

sustainable peace-building and peaceful and cooperative coexistence across all social groups 
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 ( Santulli 2006). Our impoverished clients will be brought into full participation by establishing 

communication with government officials using internet, social media and mobile applications. 

Peacebuilding exists in phases, short-term and long-term [2], [3]. Short-term peace-building is that stage 

immediately after a cease-fire agreement has been struck based on conflict resolution efforts. And these 

include disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration of militias [7]. Facilitating communication 

through the use of ICT skills for economic development between poorer clients and government 

officials. Connecting them to authorities, who hold political power and wealth in order to pursue 

these economic goals? We will voice their needs, assist them in articulating business problems 

and help them move creative solutions.  

 

Learning new business practices and joining internet groups of common business interests. Our 

Nigerian clients will need access to the internet to learn about new global business practices, and 

to share the economic ideas, innovations and successes that they have experienced as small local 

businessmen and businesswomen. Information distribution across the internet and social media, 

telling their stories which may gain world-wide recognition and turn viral, as many videos on the 

internet have. Locally, we expect that recipients of this effort will spread in formation and stories 

about our "relational communication model" through word-of-mouth to others in the community, 

creating a buzz that will bring local and national recognition to this endeavor.  

 

This paper explores the fundamental role of ICT skill for economic development as a platform 

for sustainable peace-building in Nigeria. It therefore, targeted at clearly examining the nexus 

between ICT skill for economic development and peace-building. 

 
  ICT as an economic opportunity that bring about peaceful co-existence 

 
Economic, social and political cooperation will bring about peaceful coexistence within social groups 

and across social groups.  The poorest members of society will be happier, more hopeful, forward-

looking, more willing to engage in community-building and sustainable peace. They will seek 

knowledge, ideas, and new ways of doing things. The resulting mutual respect and peace within 

communities will encourage peaceful co-existence within Nigeria and with neighboring countries and 

across-borders. A harmonious society is one in which everyone shares in a culture of economic 

equality that fosters a way of behaving and thinking that results in opportunity for all [2], and a state 

of stability and peaceful living. But in Nigeria barriers to economic opportunity for significance 

percentage of the population, many constituting the illiterate poor are denied accessibility to ICT 

skills for economic development, learning, knowledge and skills [3]. Illiteracy deprives them of 



participation in the technologically-driven world of marketers and business developers. Poverty and 

illiteracy are barriers preventing participation in community development and stability, both essential 

to peaceful coexistence across all social levels. 

 

Conceptual Definitions  

      Concept of   IC T Skills  

ICT is a technology that supports activities involving information. Such activities include 

gathering, processing, storing and presenting data. Increasingly these activities also involve 

collaboration and communication. Hence IT has become ICT: information and communication 

technology. Information and communication technology (ICT) has become, within a very short 

time, one of the basic building blocks of modern society. Many countries now regard 

understanding ICT and mastering the basic skills and concepts of ICT as part of the core of 

education, alongside reading, writing and numeracy [4].  

 Concept of Economic development and growth   

Economic development increases a regional economy’s capacity to create wealth for local residents. It 

depends upon deployment of a region’s building blocks – labor, financial capital, facilities and 

equipment, know-how, land, other physical resources, and public and private infrastructure.[8] Economic 

development is essential to the ongoing growth and vitality of a region, but development itself differs 

from economic growth. Economic development implies a qualitative change in what or how goods and 

services are produced through shifts in resource use, production methods, workforce skills, technology, 

information, or financial arrangements. A regional economy can grow without changing if it simply 

produces more of the same– same goods and services– in the same manner. For example, an increase in 

the population of an area will mean more income and more demand-driven growth even absent qualitative 

changes in the economic development environment. Development implies something more. Development 

and growth complement each other in the long run, although in the short run development will tie up 

resources that could otherwise feed more immediate economic growth. 

Concept of peace building  

Peace-building is a term describing intervention that is designed to prevent the start or 

resumption of violent conflict by creating sustainable peace [1].  Now what is peace? Peace 

simply means freedom from disturbances [1], peace is the state of mental calm with no anxiety, 

and peace enables people to maintain law and order in another expression it is about preservation 

of public order. An environment may be described as being peaceful in the absence of tension, 

anxiety or conflict. However, the only opposite of peace which is conflict may turn out to 



facilitate peace. And some times, enjoyment of peace at presence of non-violent conflict and 

absence of tension may be relative in the absence of justice.  

Nigeria’s multi-ethnic crisis is by no means a new. Posing as the most complex ethnic diverse 

nation with over 389 ethnic groups [4] violent conflict was expectantly a common feature. 

Transforming conflict and peace-building communities for total nation building; is a challenge 

facing her democracy, since 1999, while an encouraging record has already been set by reducing 

the number of these violent conflicts, in Nigeria. This was achieved through government’s 

collaboration with NGOs both national and international. As stated above computer skills and 

high illiteracy confronts ICT in Nigeria. However, the importance of ICT should be secured. 

Information and Communication Technology Profile in Nigeria. 

In 1960, according to the federal office of statistic, (now National Bureau of statistics), about 15 

percent of the population was computer illiterate. However, despite the rapid expansion in access 

to Information and Communications Technology (ICT) in Nigeria, However, this is largely 

confined to the cities. While the leap has significantly enhanced the transaction of international 

business from Nigeria, the impact is yet to spread to rural areas and educational institutions. 

Only an insignificant number of children in educational institutions have access to ICT.  

But according to report of a document titled “presidential mid-term report: Summary of policies 

and strategies for delivering the transformation agenda” by Finance Minister, Ngozi Okonjo-

Iweala (2013) said that President Jonathan’s administration, created, for the first time, a new 

Ministry of Communication Technology to champion reforms, arguing that this has increased the 

ease of doing business for Telecom Service Providers. Listing other achievements and 

developments in the ICT sector, Okonjo-Iweala said that the administration has also reduced 

multiple taxation on operators and created a strong government support to and licensing of 

mobile companies. She said: “Mobile phone subscriptions have increased.  In 2004, only 8.5% of 

the population had access to mobile phones, but this was to increase to 92.75% in 2013. Access 

to internet is rising. 38% of Nigerians now have access, compared to 34% at the end of 2012”. 

 

 

 



Some Nigeria’s ICT Skills for Economic Development Programmes 

Government recognizes its role in the technology take off and appreciates that the sector is very 

important if it plans to realize its aim of being one of the 20 largest economies in the world by 

2020. Government has therefore set up several agencies to ensure that the benefits of ICT are 

harnessed.  The opening to the 2001 National Policy for IT reads, “An IT policy built on reliable 

human resources and infrastructure constitutes the fundamental tool and means of assessing, 

planning, managing development change and achieving sustainable growth”. The National IT 

Development Agency (NITDA) was created in 2001 and made a part of the Ministry of Science 

and Technology.  It is mandated to serve as a clearing house for initiatives in the sector. In 2011 

this has been upgraded to a full Ministry to underscore government's attachment of importance to 

ICT. NITDA is mandated to enunciate ways to apply ICT in: 

(1) Education  

(2) Wealth creation  

(3) Poverty eradication  

(4) Job creation  

(5) Global competitiveness 

The agency has 31 general objectives which includes investment incentives and awareness 

programmes.  Strategies to achieve these goals include connectivity and access. The policy was 

reviewed in 2007 and also in 2008 and called ICTA Development Policy (ICT4D). ICT4D has 

both general goals and sector-specific prescriptions for such areas as Agriculture, Health 

Education, Human resource development, e-government, Research initiatives and development. 

Capacity:  Broadband access is from South Atlantlic3/West African Submarine Cable (SAT-

3/WASC) runs from Portugal down to West Africa and continues North East to India and 

Malaysia, Main-1 Cable from Portugal to South Africa. This paper explores the fundamental role 

of ICT Skills education which is one of the key areas of transformation agenda for sustainable 

development in Nigeria.  The Economic Team makes the case that it is by investing in these 

priority sectors like ICT Skills education, which creating the much-needed jobs can be realized. 

 

 



Below is the summary in table of various ICT for economic development programmes for peace 

effort put in place by successive government in Nigeria. 

 

S/N Policy/Institution Responsibility 

1 NITDA NITDA is mandated to enunciate ways to apply ICT in: 

(1) Education  

(2) Wealth creation  

(3) Poverty eradication  

(4) Job creation  

(5) Global competitiveness 

 

2 NCC Is mandated to regulate telecommunication operators in 

Nigeria.  

3 ICT4D Encourage the use of ICT for economic development of 

Nigerian citizen. 

4 DBI Is mandated to provide adequate training to the teaming 

Nigerian youths and adult. 

SOURCE: NATIONAL INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT) POLICY DRAFT BY 

                      THE MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE ON ICT POLICY HARMONI ZATION January9,2012 

 

Below is a table that briefly display the nexus between Peace-building and ICT for Economic 

development strategy    

S/N Relationship ICT for Economic Development Strategy  Peace-Building Effort 

1 Concern Improvement of Human quality through 

ICT skill Acquisitions. 

Reducing the effect of 

poverty or eradicating it 

in a community. 

2 Coverage/Scope ICT skills across all groups including adult 

literacy continuing education  

Skill training and skill 

improvement, people 

becomes busy at all 

time. 

3 Target Adults and youth without basic education 

or inadequate specialized training in the use 

of ICT 

Adults and youths who 

are in want of means for 

satisfying basic needs.  

4 Effects Can reduced poverty, reduced conflict 

make people unite and love one another 

Can also restrict 

participation in violent 

activities. 



5 Participation Government through agencies established 

for the purposed; international donor 

agency, NGOs employers private 

individual,/ concern 

Government through 

agencies established for 

the purposed; 

international donor 

agency, NGOs 

employers private 

individual,/ concern 

From the above table, it is very clear that there is strong relationship between Peace-building and 

any comprehensive ICT for Economic development strategy programme. Because it is found that 

youths who are likely involved are major vulnerable groups in conflict and violence also they are 

constantly attacked by ravaging poverty, hunger and diseases which resist successful peace-

building effort.  Hence any policy or programme that aimed at providing these segments of 

society with the use of ICT skills for economic development is certainly going to improve peace-

building effort in Nigeria.  

Conclusion  

 

Having examines the nexus between ICT Skills for economic development as a strategy for pace-

building in particular  and various ICT agencies, programs and policies efforts in Nigeria, it is 

clear that, the role of ICT skills as an economic development strategy  in close cooperation  with 

other socio-economic sectors, is crucial. No country today has succeeded if it has not educated 

her people ICT skills for economic development. However, not only a crucial in reducing 

poverty, it is also a key to wealth creation and promoting peace-building among different social 

groups in Nigeria. Within this context, therefore, it is obvious that, one of the major reasons why 

most of the ICT for economic development strategy programme in Nigeria failed is because of 

lack of proper integration and involvement of comprehensive ICT skills for economic 

development in the designing and implementation of our various Peace-building effort or 

programme. Hence, it concludes that, for any Peace-building effort or programme to be viable 

and successful in Nigeria ICT skills for economic development most be part and parcel.   

 

Recommendation  
 

It is recommended that Putting in place peace policy will entail building human capital on peace 

education among the different social groups.  Putting in place an institution ICT for economic 

development framework and conflict monitoring. The cohesion of people should be built around the 

attitude of free communication and freedom of speech. This can build right attitude towards communities’ 

interest and emotional attachment, only when children are caught young to communicate and express 



themselves through dialogue. Establishment of legal framework on peace building that will 

actualize peace law and see to the enforcement of such law on any breaker of peace agreement 

reached at the end of mediation process. Even though as a country, we have taken some giant 

strides in providing ICT education at various levels, there are still obvious gaps in the content, 

quality and relevance of the education in this area. Nigeria will need to continue to fine tune how 

it implements this aspect of the ICT rollout programme. Some coordination is required this will 

be better provided at the Federal level. There is need for the creation of some standards against 

which deliveries in this respect are assessed. There are also gaps even in the spread of ICT 

equipment. It should be possible for every child of school age to have access to a computer on a 

regular basis regardless of the poverty level of his parents. This challenge should form part of the 

universal basic education arrangement which is always in the news. There is also the urgent need 

to create villages for the promotion of technology. It is the vogue in other climes. We should not 

be left out of this.  

 

There is need for us to organize the skills we have, identify who they are and where they are in 

terms of skills set. For example, there is need to have sufficient information regarding what is 

going on in Computer Village, Ikeja in Lagos and some part of Nigeria where apart from the sale 

of computer and electronic equipment, there are also programmers who write software. We need 

to have some information on their knowledge and general competence level. In   India today 

earns substantial amount of foreign currency from the sale of software. This is an area Nigeria 

needs to develop skilled people and organize them so that we can begin to write and sell 

programmes to other countries particularly in Africa. 
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